
Narrator Katherine Kellgren, who died of cancer in 
January at age 48, possessed grace and poise reminis-

cent of an earlier century. She also sparkled with an infectious 
zest for life. Her passing has left the audiobook community 
simultaneously heartbroken and grateful for her indelible  
performances, which live on. As a listener from Georgia 
said on Katy’s obituary page, “This is such a huge loss to the 
world. Her voice has been my friend for many years.”

Kellgren, a native New Yorker, fell in love with audio perfor-
mance in childhood, spending happy hours with her family 
listening to Caedmon Records’ spoken-word recordings of 
poetry and drama, including Sir John Gielgud’s recitals of 
Shakespeare. Perhaps inevitably, she went to drama school 
in London. She then spent 12 years on British and European 
stages before returning home. Kellgren gravitated into audio-
book narration after reading aloud to her father during his 
battle with Parkinson’s disease.

In 2004, Tim Ditlow, then publisher of Listening Library, 
signed her to read the first in a series from Sue Limb: Girl,15, 

Charming But Insane. Now vice president for content with 
Epic!, an ebook subscription service for kids, Ditlow says, 
“It’s always a risk to make that kind of commitment with a 
relatively unknown narrator, but I knew immediately that we 
were in the best of hands. Katy’s humor and stunning accent 
work were terrific. She handled everything with care, home-

work, and diligence. Put simply, she had presence. It wasn’t 
long before she became a star.”

During her short career, Kellgren narrated more than 250 
audiobooks and received numerous accolades, including 
many Audie and Earphones Awards. While specializing in 
children’s literature, she read everything from Henry James’s 
Golden Bowl to Seth Grahame-Smith’s Pride and Prejudice  

and Zombies, as well as such popular series as Rhys Bowen’s 
Her Royal Spyness and L.A. Meyer’s Bloody Jack. 

Between acting and recording sessions, Kellgren collected 
rare books, honed conversation into an art form, found love with 
husband David Cote, and encouraged others. “When I was about 
to narrate my first audiobook, Katy spent an hour reassuring  
me and giving me tips—despite never having met me,” posted 
Janis Ian on Facebook. “She was a glorious human being.”

Claudia Howard, artistic director of Recorded Books, 
worked most recently with Kellgren on the middle grade 
novel Grayling’s Song, for which the actress composed music 
in addition to narrating. It’s one of many recordings that will 
forever delight listeners. “Being able to hear a departed friend 
read to you, breathe and feel and joke, gives you access once 
more to their full heart and soul,” says Howard. “Among  
all Katy’s many gifts, perhaps we most cherished her warmth, 
compassion, and goodwill. She brought a lot of sweetness 
into the world, and it lingers still.”—Aurelia C. Scott
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